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very little company. The favoured few, who have the privilege of
the entree, are always admitted one by one. He does not like to
have witnesses to his conversation. He talks a great deal, and
listens to nothing but facts.
Bentham, meanwhile, had become involved in the unfortunate
project which filled the middle period of his life with bitterness
and financial embarrassment. He (or perhaps his brother) in-
vented a new sort of prison, called a Tanojpticon*, which was to
be in the shape ofji star,__so that a gaoler sitting in the middle
could see the door of every cell; nay, by a combined system of
mirrors and blinds, the gaoler is to see the prisoner while the
prisoner cannot see the gaoler. He thought the same idea could
be applied to factories, hospitals, asylums, and schools. There
were those who objected to this plan, except in the case of
prisons, in the name of liberty. But Bentham believed happiness
to be the goal, not liberty, and he was not convinced that
liberty is necessary to happiness. 'Call them soldiers, call them
monks, call them machines, so they were but happy ones, I
should not care. Wars and storms are best to read of, but peace
and calms are better to endure.31
It must not be supposed that Bentham, at any time, confined
himself wholly to the Panopticon; his activities were always
multifarious; for example, in 1800 he invented a frigidarium. But
for many years the Panopticon was his main pre-occupation, and
he did everything in his power to induce the British Government
to construct at least one prison according to his plans. He secured
a half-promise, bought land for the purpose, found that the
government had changed its mind, and lost the bulk of his for-
tune. He attributed his failure to the personal influence of
George III, and there are those who regard this as the cause of
his later republicanism. In other times and places his scheme
was approved; the Emperor Alexander had a panopticon built
in St Petersburg, and the State of Illinois had one constructed
in 1920. But the British Government remained obdurate. At
length, in 1813, he was awarded £20,000 to compensate him for
expenses incurred as a result of governmental encouragement
But already in 1808 he had entered upon the third and most
important phase of his life by his alliance with James MilL
When Bentham became a Radical, he made no change in his
general philosophy, which remained just what it had been in his
1 Elie Halevy, The Growth of Philosophic Radicalism* p. 84.

